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IN THE CLAIMS ; 

The claims are presented as previously submitted: 

1. (Previously Presented) A bumper device for reducing the noise created by 
a door closing against a cabinet, the bumper device comprising: 

a bumper body including a solid base, a ring-shaped portion and a concentrically 
positioned center portion extending upwardly from the base, the center portion defining a 
top end extending above a top portion of the ring-shaped portion, the top end including an 
indentation extending a short distance into the center portion such that a bottom of the 
indentation is located above the top portion of the ring-shaped portion in an 
uncompressed state, and such that the bottom of the indentation is located in a plane 
below the top portion of the ring shaped portion in a fully compressed state, the center 
portion having a continuous, solid cross-section, said bumper body being made of a soft 
elastic material, wherein the ring-shaped portion defines a first end and a second end, the 
ring-shaped portion extending outwardly from the base in such a manner that the ring- 
shaped portion tapers in cross-sectional thickness between the first end and the second 
end. 

2. (Original) The bumper device as set forth in claim 1, wherein the base 
defines a periphery and wherein the ring-shaped portion is positioned at the periphery of 
the base. 

3. (Original) The bumper device as set forth in claim 2, wherein the ring- 
shaped portion is formed integral with the base. 

4. (Original) The bumper device as set forth in claim 3, wherein the center 
portion defines a conical shape and wherein the center portion is formed integral with the 
base. 
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5. (Original) The bumper device as set forth in claim 1, wherein the bumper 
body is made of a urethane material. 

6. (Original) The bumper device as set forth in claim 1, wherein the bumper 
body defines a channel formed between the center portion and the ring-shaped portion. 

7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Previously Presented) A device for reducing the noise created by a first 
structure contacting a second structure, the device comprising: 

an etastomeric body having a continuous, solid cross section, the elastomeric 
body defining a base, a channel, and a first portion extending outwardly from the base, 
the first portion further defining an indentation, the base defining a periphery, the 
elastomeric body further defining a second portion extending from the base and 
positioned adjacent to the periphery of the base, the second portion being ring-shaped, the 
channel being located between the first portion and the second portion, the first portion 
defining a conical shape and including a first end formed integral with the base and a 
second end that further includes the indentation, the elastomeric body being made of a 
urethane material, the second portion defining a first end and a second end, the second 
portion extending outwardly from the base in such a maimer that the second portion 
tapers in cross-sectional thickness between the first end and the second end, the device 
being configured in such a manner that in an uncompressed state, a bottom of the 
indentation is located above an uppermost portion of the ring-shaped portion, and in a 
compressed state, the bottom of the indentation is located below the uppermost portion of 
the ring-shaped portion, such that in the compressed state, trapped sound areas are 
defined by the indention, the channel and the mating structure. 

9-14, (Cancelled) 
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15. (Previously Presented) A system for reducing the sound created by a first 
structure contacting a second structure, the system comprising: 

a compressible sound reducing body defining a conically shaped center portion 
having a proximal end, a distal end, and an indentation positioned at the distal end, said 
center portion having a continuous, solid cross-section extending therethrough, a ring- 
shaped support portion spaced apart from and extending around the center portion, and a 
channel formed between the center portion and the support portion, wherein the 
indentation includes a bottom that is positioned above the ring-shaped portion in an 
uncompressed state, the compressible sound reducing body being configured in such a 
manner that in a fully compressed state, the bottom of the indentation is positioned below 
an uppermost portion of the ring-shaped portion. 

16. (Cancelled) 

17. (Previously Presented) The system as set forth in claim 15, wherein the 
support portion defines a proximal end having a thickness and a distal end having a 
thickness, and wherein the support portion tapers in cross-sectional thickness between 
the proximal end and the distal end 

18. (Cancelled) 

19. (Original) The system as set forth in claim 15, wherein the compressible 
sound reducing body is made of a urethane material. 

20. (Cancelled) 
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REMARKS ; 

At the time of the Final Office Action, claims 1-6, 8, 15, 17 and 19 were pending 
and considered by the Examiner. All of the pending claims stand rejected. Claims 1*6, 
8, IS, 17 and 19 remain pending. 

The claims stand rejected under 35 U.S-C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Owens et al. (U.S. Design Patent 324,170X in view of Morse et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
3,050,770). The rejections are traversed for at least the following reasons. 

The rejections set forth in the Final Office Action are basically the same 
rejections as submitted in the Office Action dated March 23, 2005. In response to the 
March 23, 2005 Office Action, the applicant first argued that the modification of Owens 
et al. in view of Morse et al. is improper. The Examiner disagrees. The applicant 
reiterates that the proposed modification is improper for at least the reasons set forth in 
the amendment submitted on June 22, 2005. Even though it was argued that the 
modification is improper, in order to advance the prosecution of the application, the 
applicant also amended independent claims 1, 8 and 15. It is respectfully argued that the 
Examiner has continued to fail to appreciate the limitations previously inserted into 
claims 1, 8 and 15. Thus, for at least the following reasons, it is respectfully argued that 
the claims are patentable over the cited references. 

The devices of claims 1, 8 and 15 were amended to recite, among other things, 
that the body includes an indentation such that a bottom of the indentation is located 
above a top portion of the ring-shaped portion in an uncompressed state, and such that the 
bottom of the indentation is located below the top portion 6f the ring shaped portion in a 
compressed state. The Examiner seems to be of the impression that such limitations 
would be met by the combination of the cited references because, in the Examiner's 
opinion, the degree of compression is based on the amount of force applied. But, where 
exactly in Morse et al. does it teach or suggest that the bottom of the indentation will be 
located below the top portion of a ring shaped portion in a compressed state? It is 

Page 5 of 6 

PAGE 7/8 1 RCVD AT 12/9/2005 4:09:30 PIYI [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/33 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:S477244160 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-10 



~M/0$r2Q05 16:13 FAX 8477244160 



© 008/008 



respectfully argued that Morse et al. does not teach or suggest this limitation. In fact, 
with reference to Fig. 2 of Morse et al., given the rigid structure of the device 
surrounding the bumper, it is respectfully argued that the bumper cannot function in 
accordance with the claimed invention of the subject application. In other words, 
contrary to the Examiner's comments in the Advisory Action that the device of the 
combination is capable of meeting the limitation, the bumper is not capable of being 
compressed in such a manner that a bottom of the indentation will be located below the 
top portion of a ring shaped portion in a compressed state. The design of Owens et al. 
does not solve this deficiency of Morse et al. In short, the proposed combination, 
although improper in the applicant's opinion, does not teach or suggest all of the 
limitations recited in claims 1, 8 and 15. Thus, for at least these reasons, the pending 
claims as previously written are patentable over the art of record 

Reconsideration and allowance of all the pending claims is respectfully 
requested. 

In the event that there are any remaining issues that need to be addressed, in order 
to expedite the prosecution of the subject application, the undersigned respectfully 
requests that the Examiner telephone him at the number provided below. 

Illinois Tool Works Inc. 
3600 West Lake Avenue 
Glenview, Illinois 60025 
Telephone (847) 657-4075 
FAX (847) 724-4160 




lly^jdt 



Respectfully si)bipitted, 

F. Donovan 
Reg. No. 39,962 
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